
ECCLR/S5/18/CCB/100 

1 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Bill 

SUBMISSION FROM ANDREW COLLINS 

The recently introduced Climate Change Bill is welcome, but fails to provide the 
necessary ambitious plan to ensure that Scotland plays its part in tackling the problem 
of global warming. The Scottish Government claims that Scotland will be one of the 
first countries in the world to achieve net zero emissions, but it is disappointing that 
the Bill doesn’t back up this commendable ambition by creating a legal commitment to 
achieving it. The aim of the Paris Agreement is to keep the increase in global average 
temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels, with the intention of limiting 
the increase to 1.5 °C, in order to reduce substantially the risks and effects of climate 
change. Scotland must set a target of net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 at 
the latest, and a reduction of 77% from 1990 levels by 2030.  Scotland’s Climate 
Change Act should also ensure that future Scottish Government spending is 
consistent with our new climate targets and commit to new policies to cut emissions 
within our worst emitting sectors – buildings and agriculture. It is impressive that over 
19,000 people responded to the Scottish Government’s consultation on the Bill last 
year, with almost 99% of respondents calling for both tougher targets and more policy 
action - sending a clear message that people in Scotland want our new legal targets 
to be ambitious. Since then, eminent scientists, representatives of Scotland’s farming 
community, faith leaders and people from communities around the world already 
impacted by climate change have backed these calls. Scotland’s claim to be world-
leading on climate change is in jeopardy, as other countries including France, Sweden 
and New Zealand have already committed to reaching net-zero emissions by 2050 or 
earlier. Scotland must follow suit. I sincerely hope that, in your position as Convenor 
of the Equalities, Climate Change and Land Reform committee, as well as my elected 
representative, you will do your utmost to strengthen the ambition of the current Bill. 
The following changes to the Bill are necessary: 1. A target should be set to reach net-
zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, at the latest, and to cut emissions by 77% 
from 1990 levels by 2030; 2.Measures in the Bill should ensure that future finance 
budgets are consistent with climate targets; 3. Policies should be included to cut 
emissions from buildings and agriculture, to ensure all homes have at least Energy 
Performance Certificate rating ‘C’ by 2025, and to create a Nitrogen Balance Sheet for 
Scotland with nitrogen reduction targets introduced by 2020. These actions will help 
protect Scotland’s status at the forefront of global climate action, while supporting 
effort to deliver a cleaner, healthier and more prosperous Scotland.  


